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tuga saw greater gain in piracy, and immediately began to
outfit ships to prey on Spanish traders.
With two years the boucaniers of Tortuga had captured
many valuable prizes, including two huge Spanish vessels
loaded with plate from Campeche, in the Gulf of Mexico,
bound for Caracas. They had also seized many ships of lesser
burden, all of which, combined with the larger tonnage, gave
them a formidable fleet, armed with cannon and swarming
with men who fought savagely with dagger, pistol, and cut-
lass for the gain that piracy promised.
Among the notable pirate leaders who succeeded Pierre le
Grand—the father of piracy—was one Rock Brasiliano, a
Dutchman, who took this nom-de-plume by reason of long
residence in Brazil. Rock's procedure disclosed'why he with-
held his right name. He was a real pirate, a true maker of
present-day tradition. Though an excellent leader in combat,
"howbeit, in his domestic or private affairs he had no good
behavior nor government over himself," says his chronicler,
who added: "Many times being in drink, he would run up
and down the streets, beating or wounding whom he met,
no person daring to oppose him or make any resistance. To
Spaniards he always showed himself to be very barbarous
and cruel. ... Of these he commanded several to be roasted
alive on wooden spits."
Pirates were generally a pretty bad lot, agrees pirate his-
tory. For example, they would spend two or three thousand
pieces-of-eight in one night, not leaving themselves perad-
venture a good shirt to wear on their backs in the morning.
Rock Brasiliano was only one of those given to swashbuckling,
and his particular pleasure was to buy a whole keg of wine,
which he placed in the middle of the main thoroughfare,
threatening to "pistol" all who refused to drink with him*
On other occasions he varied his diversion by procuring

